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Melbourne Australia in conjunction  
with Yachting Victoria offers:  

An exceptional Australian experience

An enthusiastic sailing community

A proven capacity to deliver successful major events 

An unconditional commitment to organise a first class event 

To build on Melbourne’s existing reputation in delivering major sailing 
events

Strong relations with the State Government of Victoria

A large selection of Yacht Clubs suitable for hosting major international 
and interstate events

Some of the most competitive waters in the world 

A unique tourist and holiday destination for all participants
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The destination for your 
next major sailing regatta
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Australia is a relaxing and fun place to visit with a blend of peoples and 
cultures drawn from 170 countries.  The diversity and common embrace of 
multiculturalism have created a unique culture that welcomes visitors from 
around the globe.  

21 million people call Australia home, with most choosing to live in the capital 
cities on the east coast where visitors experience world class restaurants and 
accommodation.

Australia’s clean environment, safe cities, stable institutions and strong sports 
culture creates the perfect setting for the largest of sporting events.  

Australia is a vast and varied land, with endless miles of unspoilt beaches, 
tropical rainforest and spectacular coral reefs, mountain ranges and vast 
tracts of desert.

About Australia

5



6



About Melbourne  
Victoria 

Hugging the southern tip of the Australian east coast, the State of Victoria is a 
compact fusion of city and country, beach and outback. Many of Victoria’s unique 
and varied attractions are easily accessible as day trips from the capital city, 
Melbourne. 

Visitors can choose from a hot air balloon trip over lush valleys, fine food and wine 
at Victoria’s premium wine growing regions, spectacular coastlines and beaches, 
rugged high country, national parks, native forests, lakes and mountains, health 
spas and golf resorts. With a population of more than five million, Victoria is one of 
Australia’s most cosmopolitan and populous states, rich in history and contemporary 
culture. Visitors are attracted to an abundance of music and theatre, art and dance, 
bars, cafes and gourmet restaurants.

The heart of Victoria is Melbourne, its capital city. Melbourne is regarded as the 
gateway to Southern Australia and receives over 220 international flights every 
week. Home to a population of 3.9 million, and poised to become Australia’s most 
populous city, Melbourne welcomes visitors with breathtaking architecture, excellent 
hotels, diverse and world class dining, and a friendly, natural warmth.
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With its vast coastline and water loving population it’s no wonder that sailing is a favourite 
pastime for Australians. From leisurely days on the water to family holidays, top class 
competition and everything in between, Australians have a natural affinity with sailing.

Australia has had a long and successful history in competitive sailing, from the 1983 America’s 
Cup win through to the many Olympic and World Champions that call Australia home. Currently 
there are more than 370 sailing clubs across the country with over 50,000 competitive sailors 
registered as members of Yachting Australia. It is estimated that there are more than 160,000 
members of sailing clubs with many more taking part in the sport regularly on a social level. 

Sailing in Australia 
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About 
Sail Melbourne
 
Australia’s 
Premier 
International 
Sailing Event 

Sail Melbourne is currently the largest annual Olympic Class Regatta in the Southern 
Hemisphere and the only host of the ISAF Sailing World Cup, in the Asia Pacific Rim.

Sail Melbourne, which is the major events arm of Yachting Victoria, commenced in the 
early 1990’s, as a strategy to attract the World’s best sailors and events and establish 
Melbourne’s international reputation as the best competitive sailing destination in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

In 1999, Melbourne hosted the first ever Sailing World Championships and since that time 
has successfully hosted numerous regattas including, the inaugural ISAF Sailing World Cup 
Series (2010-2012), in addition to a large number of world, region and national championships.

In its relatively short history the Sail Melbourne event has attracted over 20,000 competitors 
from over 57 nations and has rightly established itself and Melbourne on both the Olympic 
and International Calendars.

At a national level Sail Melbourne is Australia’s most important Olympic and Youth Class 
sailing event, and its ISAF Sailing World Cup status provides an ongoing platform for aspiring 
young sailors to compete in a world class event alongside their sailing heroes.

With excellent sailing conditions on the Port Phillip Bay, coupled with an Olympic level race 
management team and state of the art facilities, Sail Melbourne continues to be one of the 
most well regarded Olympic class sailing events on the circuit.
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Major Events Specialists 

Melbourne’s credentials as the world’s leading 
event destination are clear:

-  Event owners are offered a convenient and stunning backdrop  

for their events;

-  A wide range of world class venues; 

-  A population ready and willing to support sporting events;

-  A qualified network of major event professionals and infrastructure; and

-  A proven capacity in delivering successful major events.

Melbourne, Victoria is Australia’s undisputed events capital and one of the world’s 
great event destinations. Melbourne has built an international sporting and 
cultural calendar unrivalled anywhere in the world. This long term and sustained 
commitment to major events has created a state with incredible sporting and 
entertainment facilities, perfect for major events.
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Experience

Major sailing events that have been hosted in Melbourne  
in the last 10 years include: 
• The ISAF World Championships 1999
• ISAF Sailing World Cup 2010 - 2013
• Sail Melbourne – annually 
• Geelong Week – Festival of Sails – Australia’s largest 

keelboat regatta – annually 
• The Etchell World Championships – 2009 
• The Flying 15 World Championships – 2010
• The Dragon World Championships  - 2010
• World 49er and 29er World Championships – 2008 
• World 470 Mens and Womens World Championships – 2008
• Finn Gold Cup – 2008 

Major sailing events that have been hosted as part of Sail 
Melbourne in the last 10 years include:
• ISAF Sailing World Cup 2010 -2013
• Sail Melbourne Grade 1 Regatta (Annually)
• 49er World Championships – 2008
• 29er World Championships – 2008 
• 470 World Championships (Men & Women) 2008
• Finn Gold Cup – 2008 

Annual major international sporting events: 
• The Australian Open – a tennis Grand Slam event - January
• The Australian Formula One Grand Prix – March 
• The Australian Football Grand Final – with an attending 

crowd of 100,000 – September 
• The Australian Moto Grand Prix - October
• The Melbourne Cup – the Spring Racing Carnival – 

November 
• International Test Cricket – December /January 

Other major events:
• The Commonwealth Games 2006 
• The Volvo Ocean Race Melbourne Stop Over 2005-6
• UCI World Road Cycling Championships 2011

• UCI World Track Cycling Championships 2012

• The Presidents Cup – Golf – November 2011

Melbourne has a proven track record in staging major 

events, playing host to the world’s biggest sporting and 

cultural productions. Included in this strong portfolio of 

major events is an array of major international sailing 

events including the 99’ World Championships, ISAF Sailing 

World Cup and the Volvo Ocean Race.

Yachting Victoria, in conjunction with its major event arm, Sail 

Melbourne, has over 20 years of experience in delivering world 

class sailing regatta’s and boasts an impressive portfolio of 

world and regional championships.
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Indicate Melbourne’s Existing Transport Infrastructure
With a population of 5.2 million, Victoria is one of Australia’s most cosmopolitan

states, being a compact fusion of city and country, beach and outback.

The city not only offers organisers a convenient and stunning backdrop of 
major events, but a full range of world class venues and an enviable supporting 
infrastructure, from public transport right through to event staging. 

Melbourne International Airport
Melbourne, the capital city, is serviced by a 24 hour international airport and receives 
over 220 International flights weekly. Melbourne’s credentials as the World’s leading 
event city are clear and has the capacity to meet the needs of the international 
sailing community.

Transport Infrastructure
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ACCOMMODATION

AIRPORT

Airport to CBD = 25mins

Melbourne 
International
Airport

VICTORIA

MELBOURNE GEELONG

Gippsland Lakes 
Yacht Club

Sorrento Sailing 
Couta Boat Club

Hobson’s Bay 
Yacht Club

Royal Geelong 
Yacht Squadron

Blairgowrie 
Yacht Squadron

McCrae Yacht Club
Somers Yacht Club

Mornington 
Yacht Club

Safety Beach 
Sailing Club

Black Rock 
Yacht Club

Mordialloc  
Sailing Club

Royal Brighton 
Yacht Club

Port Melbourne 
Yacht Club

Royal Melbourne 
Yacht Squadron

Albert 
Sailing 
Club

Royal Yacht 
Club of Victoria

Supporting information
Melbourne Australia
The next destination for 
your major sailing regatta

N.B Geelong Yacht Club and Yacht Clubs based 
in Mornington and beyond that point are 
approx. 1 – 2 hours from Melbourne’s CBD

Transport 
Infrastructure: 
MAP
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MAIN PORT: PORT OF MELBOURNE
Port of Melbourne is Australia’s largest container and general cargo port, handling 
37 percent of the nation’s container trade.  More than 40 shipping lines make around 
3100 ship calls a year to Melbourne, providing services to Ports in all major parts of 
the world.

Equipment Transport
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Country City or Port Carrier Transit Time Export and Tranship Port Straight Line Nautical Distance

Austria Vienna Maersk 45 Days Export from  
    Bremerhaven.   
    Transhipment Singapore 8497 km

China Shanghai Maersk 19 Days Shanghai 4335 km

France Le Havre Maersk 43 Days Le Havre 9140 km

Germany Bremerhaven Maersk 38 Days Bremerhaven 8784 km

India Nhava Sheva Hapag Lloyd 23 Days Nhava Sheva 5290 km

 Chennai Hapag Lloyd 21 Days Chennai 4741 km

Italy Genoa Maersk 36 Days Singapore 8790 km

 Venice Maersk    

Japan Tokyo Maersk 29 Days Tokyo and Kuala Lumper 4336 km

Norway Oslo Maersk 44 Days Road/Rail to  
    Bremerhaven.  
    Transhipment Singapore 8626 km

Russia St Petersburg Maersk 45 Days Transhipment  
    Bremerhaven and Singapore 8045 km

 Vladivostok Maersk 31 Days Transhipment Busan  4907 km

Singapore Singapore Maersk 12 Days  3268 km

Sweden Goteborg Maersk 44 Days Singapore 8623 km

Switzerland Zurich Maersk 47 Days Export from Rotterdam.  
    Transhipment Singapore 8819 km

United Kingdom Southampton APL 55 Days Kuala Lumper 9176 km

United States      

West Coast Long Beach Maersk 23 Days  6882 km

East Coast Savannah Hamburg Sud 30 Days  8531 km

Equipment Transport (cont.)
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Port Phillip Bay waters are healthier and cleaner than comparable bays near other 
large cities. The Bay incorporates a number of marine parks and marine sanctuaries, 
as well as important Ramsar sites. 

Every year millions of people enjoy its vast coastline, world-class swimming beaches 
and coastal parks. Melbourne’s reputation as one of the world’s most liveable cities 
is partly due to the number of safe, urban beaches around Port Phillip Bay.

Environmental
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Yachting Victoria
2/77 Beach Rd
Sandringham
Victoria Australia 3191
T: +61 3 9597 0066
F: +61 3 9598 7384


